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ABSTRACT

_ This Kids Count data book examines statewide trends in the
well-being of Indiana's children. The statistical portrait is based on more
than 50 indicators of child well-being in the areas of: (1) demographics; (2)
economic well-being; (3) early childhood; (4) child protection; (5) health
and well-being; (6) education; and (7) juveniles and the law. The data book
begins with introductory comments, 2002 youth worker study overview, data
beook highlights, and information on use of the data book. The second section
contains state summary data on indicators in the areas of: (1) children and
their families; (2) families in need; (3) child abuse and neglect; (4)
healthcare; (5) K-12 education; (6) alcochol, tobacco, and other drug use; and
{7) after school time. The remainder and bulk of the data book contains state
and county profiles for the indicators, with comparison data for the current
year and a baseline year. The data indicate an increase in nutritional
assistance, fatalities from abuse and neglect, and graduation rate. The data
indicate a decrease in low birthweight babies, teen births, infant mortality,
and 8th grade smokers. (SD) '
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